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Editorial 
Decades have past since Futures Studies (FS) are bein g taught at many 

colleges and universities around the world. This ha s also begun in recent 

years at some of Iranian universities. Regardless o f inherent benefits that 

these studies have in their own nature, a review on  some of precipitant 

movements may help us in avoiding probable shortcom ings and 

dysfunctions in the coming future. Firstly, it is n ecessary to remember that 

developing FS courses at PhD level before conducting  such programs for BA 

and MA degrees, is a sign of reluctance and disrega rding urgent 

infrastructure for FS in the Iranian higher educatio n system. Fortunately, this 

negligence has been heeded by some other universiti es who began to 

arrange FS programs at BA and MA levels. 

But there are some remaining questions. Doubtlessly  every measured action 

requires well-developed foundations in order to rea ch its desired goals. 

Teaching FS especially at higher education system su rely needs such 

foundations and it is advised that series of priori ties and necessities be 

considered to develop FS foundations in Iran's high er education system. 

Given that current higher education system has enou gh capacity and 

potential for nurturing FS experts, then we are face d with a serious question 

such as: "Which problems of the country are going t o get solved by these 

professionals?" Should we not consider epistemologic al needs and 

knowledge prerequisites in developing FS courses, or  have we been dropped 

into scientific, formal and technical fashion traps ? 

One of the basic goals quested in teaching FS lesson s is training and making 

a generation of informed futurists who will be capa ble enough of thinking 

about future problems in a creative way. What diffe rentiates FS graduates 

from other graduates and academicians is their futu ristic idea processing 

capability. If we rush to a great volume of FS infor mation and knowledge 

without generating futuristic thoughts, then what a re we going to gain from 

such academic programs? 

What percentage of educational material is dedicate d to theoretical and 

epistemological matters and how much thinking and r esearch skills are 

imbued with these courses? Will the graduates be ab le to perform 

professional foresight activities, or just become g ood information providers 

for questions that are made around basic FS concepts ? What percentage of 

FS graduates will be well-informed and familiar with  FS methodologies?  How 

many of them will be able to adapt new theories or perspectives on foresight 

issues? Which ones can be really engaged and employ ed in different 

foresight projects?                

It is not only graduates who are under evaluation p rocess, but also the 

professors and lecturers who are gaining experience  in teaching FS lessons. 

Asking such questions may seem a little soon, but t he graduates who are real 

products of FS programs will reflect the answers thr ough their knowledge 

and skills in the near future. Until then, there is  enough time for both the 

students and professors to review their objectives and activities once again.  

 
New Opportunities for 
Learning Futures Studies  
A collection of useful links on 
Futures Studies is gathered, 
such as Arizona State 
University Futures Course …  
____________________________________ 
 
Report 
A report on the first summit at 
ISFS in new Iranian year is 
offered. Building a network of 
futures studies professionals 
was the main issue of 
discussion at the summit. 
____________________________________ 
 
PAMFA 
A review on a pilot of the 
most appropriate future 
technologies for the Iranian 
nation is provided.  
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Scenario Method 
A brief introduction to 
scenario method is given 
through answering 8 simple 
questions.  
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Economy Foresight 
A foresight by "now and next" 
think tank on global economy 
is translated into Persian 
briefly. 
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Soft Technology 
Some knowledge concerning 
new concepts like "soft 
technology" is available here. 
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Web Surfing 
6 websites related to Futures 
Studies are introduced here.  
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A Futurist 
Dr. Sohail Inayatullah is 
introduced to our Iranian 
readers. 
____________________________________ 
 
Book Review 
Contemporary Futurist 
Thought which is being 
translated by Alireza Hejazi 
into Persian is reviewed. 
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